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KATANNING VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE 
Statement by Member for Roe 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [12.56 pm]: On 31 August, over 100 people, including current and past firefighters, 
members and affiliates, came from across the state to gather in Katanning to celebrate 100 years of the Katanning 
fire brigade. The Katanning volunteer fire brigade was formed in 1919 at a meeting held in the town hall, in answer 
to calls by the community for a local fire brigade. One hundred years on, the Katanning Volunteer Fire and Rescue 
Service continues to serve the community with 20 current members who take time away from their families and 
jobs to volunteer and protect this community. Along with the fire station open day and a celebratory dinner held 
at the Katanning Leisure Centre, the weekend-long event celebrated 15 long service medal awards and two life 
memberships—a combined total of 175 years of service, which is an incredible achievement. 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all the award winners and life members. For five years of service, 
the medals went to Blake Anderson, Cameron Punch, Joanna Steel and Ben Watson. For 10 years of service, the 
medals went to Stephen Brooks, Aron Burnett, Shane D’Aprile and Paul Walsh. For 15 years of service, and 
receiving life membership, medals were awarded to Christopher Brooks and Finley Leach. Congratulations to 
Greg Brooks for receiving the 25-year long service medal. Congratulations also go to Captain Trevor Watson, in 
his twenty-fifth year as captain, who was awarded the 30-year long service medal, alongside Robert Gairen. 
I would like to acknowledge current Katanning VFRS members who raised the money to research local fire station 
history and who organised a great event. 
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